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Subject: Letting of contracts -- Government policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Table 3: NIST Laboratories Use
of the COMPETES Act Authority Compared with the Total Resources Used by the Laboratories for Fiscal Year
2008 Dollars in thousands FTE equivalent of labor hours Total actual Total amount of acquired in fiscal year
contracts awarded Total actual budget Percentage Laboratory fiscal year 2008 2008 FTEs Percentage in fiscal
year 2008 for fiscal year 2008 Building and Fire Research Laboratory 0. 4 130 0. 3 54 28, 757 0. 2 Chemical
Science and Technology Laboratory 2. 1237 0.9 258 48, 321 0. 5 Information Technology Laboratory 0. 8 306 0. 3
107 59, 201 0. 2 Manufacturing Engineering Laboratory 4. 1 129 3. 1 419 35, 417 1. 2 Materials Science and
Engineering Laboratory 2. 2 165 1. 3 246 37, 482 0. 7 Physics Laboratory 4. 5 166 2. 7 503 44, 804 1. 1 Total 14. 0 1,
133 1.21,585 253,982 0. 6 Source: GAO analysis of NIST data. Note: Some columns do not sum due to rounding.
Thirty-five of the 38 contracts that NIST funded using the COMPETES Act authority were awarded to experts
who had at least some prior experience in working with the agency. More specifically, we found that 25 of the
contractors were former NIST employees, many of whom had worked for the agency for more than 20 years.
An additional 10 experts had worked at NIST as guest researchers or contractors. The remaining 3 contract
experts either had no prior federal experience or had worked at other federal...
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