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the unique features of the synapse as a site for cell to cell signaling in the late fifties, neurochemistry was
establishing the identity and studying the biosynthetic pathways of monoamine neurotransmitters. Meanwhile,
neuropsychiatry was keeping a vigilant eye on the outcome of this concerted effort with the untold hope that a
genetic defect in neurotransmitter metabolism would ac- count for the pathogenesis of certain psychiatric ill-
nesses. Thus, when neurochemists in the early sixties began to study the feasibility of measuring the metabolism
of brain neurotransmitters in vivo, clinical biochemists eagerly adopted these methods to their needs and
sought to verify whether inborn errors of transmitter biogenesis were a cause for at least certain forms of
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