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Transmitting the Report of the Naval Court of Inquiry Upon the Destruction of the United States Battle Ship
Maine in Havana Harbor, February 15, 1898, Together With the Testimony Taken Before the Court To the
Congress of the United States: For some time prior to the visit of the Maine to Havana Harbor our consular
representatives pointed out the advantages to flow from the visit of national ships to the Cuban waters, in
accustoming the people to the presence of our flag as the symbol of good will and of our ships in the fulfillment
of the mission of protection to American interests, even though no immediate need therefor might exist.
Accordingly on the 24th of January last, after conference with the Spanish minister in which the renewal of
visits of our war vessels to Spanish waters was discussed and accepted, the peninsular authorities at Madrid
and Havana were advised of the purpose of this Government to resume friendly naval visits at Cuban ports, and
that in that view the Maine would forthwith call at the port of Havana. This announcement was received by the
Spanish Government with appreciation of the friendly character of the visit of the Maine, and with notification
of intention to return the courtesy by sending Spanish ships to the principal ports of the United States.
Meanwhile the Maine entered the port of Havana on the 25th of January, her arrival being marked with no
special incident besides the exchange of customary salutes and ceremonial visits. The Maine continued in the
harbor of Havana during the three weeks following her arrival. No appreciable...
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