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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Fires in Lake Superior Iron Mines Few mines are free
from all danger of fire. The danger to life and property may be reduced, but rarely eliminated, by fireproof
construction in and about the shaft, as timber and other combustible material are requisite for the
development of nearly all mines. In fact, in deep mines, such as some in the Lake Superior region, where the
roof pressure is very great, it is not always possible to use rigid fireproof construction because of the gradual
but irresistible movement of the rocks. Wherever fireproof construction is not possible in and about shafts,
underground landings, and stables, other precautions, such as a good water-supply system consisting of pipe
lines and hydrants, abundant hose, automatic sprinklers, and the organization of fire-fighting crews, are
essential. Also treatment of the timber by zinc silicate or common salt solutions not only preserves the timber
but makes it much less inflammable. Careful watch should be kept of such sources of ignition as the careless
use of candles or other open lights or of material that might lead to spontaneous fires, such as oily waste or
manure. Also to be avoided are careless electric installations or short circuits due to the crushing of timbers. A
small quantity of combustible material, if ignited, may cause most serious consequences. A few years ago in a
certain western mine, in the development of which all reasonable precautions had been observed, a small pile
of loose timbers, inadvertently left at the bottom of a winze, was in some unknown way set on fire. It burned
itself out in half a day without damage to the mine, yet many...
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