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indexed. Not illustrated. 1834 Excerpt: .the moon is in the southern signs, the greatest tides on the other side of
the equator will be when it is below our horizon, and when it is above it the tides will be least. V. SALTNESS OF
THE SEA. 32. Sea-water is salt; and, except the Caspian Sea, whose waters are a little brackish, the waters of all
lakes and rivers are mild, sweet, and fit for human purposes. IUus. 1. Salt is one of the original principles in
nature, and is mixed, in greater or less quantities, with all other substances. All rivers run into the sea, and
therefore carry some salt with them; but no rivers run out of it, nor is any water taken out of it, except by
exhalation and evaporation; and no salt ascends in either of these ways; it has consequently been inferred,
without supposing great beds of salt originally deposited in the bottom of the sea, that the immense number of
rivers which run into it, carry with them a sufficient quantity of salt to give to the whole body of waters of the
deep, that saltness, which, with their motions and currents, preserves them from putrefaction. 2. It is obvious
that no salt ascends from the sea, because rain water, which falls from the clouds that were originally exhaled
from the, sea, is the sweetest, purest, and lightest, of all waters, and is made the standard by which
philosophers judge of all other waters. 3. Hence...
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