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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Federal Helium Program The Subcommittee met at
10:00 a.m. in Room 1324 of the Long-worth House OFice Building, the Hon. Richard H. Lehman, Chairman of
the Subcommittee, presiding. Statement of Hon. Richard H. Lehman Chairman Lehman. The Subcommittee will
come to order. The Subcommittee is meeting today to conduct an oversight hearing on the Federal Helium
Program administered by the Bureau of Mines in the Department of Interior. While most people may associate
helium with balloons and blimps, it is also used in the space shuttle program, in Starwars research, for
cryogenics and magnetic resonance imaging. The federal government got involved in producing helium during
World War I when the Army and Navy became interested in using it for dirigibles, more commonly known as
blimps. Congress then passed the Helium Act of 1925, which created the Federal Helium Program. Later,
concerns that helium supplies were tapering oF prompted Congress to replace the 1925 Act with the Helium Act
amendments of 1960, which set out the program we are considering today. The 1960 Act was intended to
conserve helium and to supply the current and foreseeable future needs of the federal government. The law
authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to buy helium from private supplies and store it for use by the federal
government m federally owned plants and related storage facilities. The Act also encouraged private industry
to participate in helium recovery, as previously the federal government had been the only-domestic helium
producer. During the 1960s, the Bureau of Mines contracted with private companies to supply helium to the
federal government. To finance purchases, the Bureau of Mines borrowed $252 million from the Treasury,...
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