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moment in Chinese history to uncover the origins of the painful transition from a premodern past into a
modern world. By the 1920s the seemingly civilized world shaped over the last two thousand years by the legacy
of the great philosopher Confucius was falling apart in the face of western imperialism and internal warfare.
Chinese cities still bore the imprints of its ancient past with narrow, lanes and temples to long-worshipped gods,
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shape China's ancient past into a modern present. Mitter takes us through the resulting social turmoil and
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the 1960s, and the new era of hope in the 1980s ended by the Tian'anmen uprising. He reveals the impetus
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