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Original publisher: Washington, DC : U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Inspector General, 2000.
OCLC Number: (OCoLC)50790749 Subject: Sewage sludge -- Management. Excerpt: . . . reduction and vector
attraction reduction guidance; researching biosolids issues; providing technical support to EPA, states and
industry; and through its Pathogen Equivalency Committee, determining if proposed pathogen reduction
practices are equivalent to those included in Part 503. Scope and Methodology OWs letter suggesting a review
of EPAs oversight and management of the biosolids program highlighted the land application of biosolids and
also referenced a June 1997 Cable News Network ( CNN ) investigative series which described the negative
aspects of biosolids use. Therefore, our review of the biosolids program focused on implementation of Part 503
for land application and did not address any other disposal option. We did not review the science and risk
assessments related to Part 503. Our review was conducted from September 1998, through July 1999. We
interviewed OW and OECA Headquarters representatives, collected biosolids information from all regions, and
visited Regions 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8. We visited several major POTWs and contacted several state coordinators of
biosolids th programs. We attended the 19 Annual Pumper and Cleaner Environmental Expo, a septage industry
conference and trade show, and the 1999 National Biosolids Conference, a conference for state and federal
biosolids program officials. Our audit work was performed in accordance with the Government Auditing
Standards ( 1994 Revision ) issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. We reviewed Federal
Managers Financial Integrity Act controls related to the audit objectives. Prior Audit Coverage There are no
prior OIG audits focusing on biosolids management. A 1990 General Accounting Office 4 ( GAO ) report
identified...
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